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Message from the President 

Now that it is December, calendar year 2023 is winding down fast. This 

Thursday,  December 7th is our monthly meeting at Pizza For U in Jo-

liet on Larkin at 7 PM.  If you haven’t already, renew your membership 

by January 1, 2024 for a smooth membership transition.  

 

I hope you’re finding ways to keep active. Happy ski season to those 

heading to mountains. Enjoy those forest preserve trails on bike or by 

foot this winter. I for one hope to cross county ski and snow shoe if we 

get usable snow. For those who live in the sunshine state or travel to 

areas in the US where you can ride without winter gear, enjoy the 

miles. Then for those who choose indoor cycling as an option, I hope you 

get your fans set up in such manner than you don’t leave a puddle on 

the floor! No matter the weather or your location just stay active!  

 

Saturday, November 11th  JBC hosted the Annual Banguet at the Holi-

day Inn & Suites/Rock Run Convention Center Joliet Southwest, a new 

location for the club. This location is conveniently located right off I 80. 

The food was good and the banquet room was very comfortable. The 

acoustics allowed for easy conversation amongst attendees. As always, 

It was nice to gather and share stories with club members. A big thank 

you to all who attended. Don’t forget November 2024 we will celebrate 

50 years of JBC!  

 

Your JBC Board has continued to annually donate some of our proceeds 

from the 4th of July ride to causes that support cycling. I am including 

the written thank you notes, cards, emails and letters we received 

from:  Ride Illinois, CAMBr, Will County Forest Preserve District and 

People for Bikes in this Newsletter. We verbally received  accolades of 

gratitude and thanks from Plattville Playground Association and the 

Lisbon- Steward Fire Department Plattville Station for our donations  
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and continued support to the community of Plattville. The mutual ben-

eficial relationship between JBC and the community of Plattville has 

contributed to the success of the 4th of July Ride.  

 

Save the date! Our next social event is Chili Bowl scheduled for Febru-

ary 10, 2024. Bring a dish to share and bowl a couple of games! See you 

there until then… enjoy the Holidays that you celebrate. 

 

Happy Trails….. 

Janae 
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Meet the Member 
by Rob Weiss 

 

Many of you may recall a few tears ago I started a newsletter feature called 

“Meet the Member”. Life seemed to get in the way and I stopped the monthly 

meet the member. Last Sunday I went on a ride led by Gary Zaur and there I 

was inspired by a new member to bring this feature back to the newsletter. 

Of Course, you don’t have to be a new member to be featured in meet the mem-

ber, however this month’s meet the member is a new member. I always enjoy 

meeting new members, they are the life blood of JBC. I think everyone should 

make an effort to bring in new member each year. Please enjoy reading about 

our new member and this month’s Meet the Member, John Smaga. 

 

 

Your name?   John Smaga 

 

Are you married? Spouse name and years married    Yes, my wife is Alicia Smaga and 

have been married for 38 wonderful years 

 

Do you have children?   Yes, I have three children: one Boy (Jonathan) and two Girls 

(Kimberly and Kristen) 

 

What city do you live in?   For the past three years I have lived in Plainfield, Illinois 

 

When did you join JBC and why did you join the club?  I joined JBC in the late winter of 

2023. I previously lived in Elmhurst for 35 years before moving to Plainfield and 

missed riding with folks that enjoy riding as much as I do.  So, I scoured the inter-

net for bike clubs in the area when I came across JBC.  I had initial concerns that 

most of the rides would take place out of Joliet.  Then I found Jim Lambert’s phone 

number and gave him a call regarding the Club.  Jim was very helpful and assured 

me that the rides take place in various communities around the southwest side.  

And he was very helpful and made me feel comfortable with joining JBC. 



 

Page 9 

What brought you into cycling?  Well, I basically have ridden a bike before I could 

walk :-} and pretty much spent my early years riding everywhere I needed to go 

from sun up to sun down. So, It’s, always been a part of my life. Although I had to 

get away from it while I was raising my children.  But have started back up about 

15 years ago. 

What do you enjoy most about cycling with JBC?  Of course, it’s the idea that I get to 

meet new people and to share my passion with like-minded folks. 

Tell us about your favorite cycling adventure.     I haven’t done any riding out of the ordi-

nary to this point so will have to get back to you on that one. 

Where do you cycle mostly with JBC and why?     Mostly out in the farm land west of 

Plainfield.  It allows the best open ride (not a lot of vehicle interference) , although 

the wind can beat you up pretty bad out in the open. 

What is your favorite JBC route?  So far, I have to say the Centennial Trail since it re-

minds me of riding out of Elmhurst and the fact it provides a bit of protection from 

the WIND doesn’t hurt either. 

What is your favorite JBC event   I am probably most interested in the Bike across 

Georgia event. 

If you could cycle anywhere in the world, where would it be?    I would like to ride the Blue 

Ridge Mountains in North Carolina. 
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Riding the Rhone in 

France. 

  

- Ev and Ken Bussema 
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Click here: JBC Ride List 

JBC Membership Applications for the year 2024 are now being ac-

cepted. 

 

Your JBC Membership runs from January 1st through December 31st of each 

calendar year. However, submitting an application for membership prior to 

January 1st gives you a seamless transition into the new year, and it's much 

easier for me to manage your account. If you do not renew your membership 

by the 12/31 deadline, your account will be deleted on January 1st and all 

member benefits will be discontinued. 
 

To apply for a 2024 JBC Membership simply Click Here. Fill out the applica-

tion form and use a credit card to complete your registration. The cost for an 

individual adult membership remains to be $16. Children under 18 can be reg-

istered at no cost when accompanied by an adult membership. 
 

Don't wait! Apply for membership NOW! 

Membership Corner 
By Steve Geary 

Welcome to New 

2024 Members 

 

Patrycja Orlow  

Michelle Picard 

https://www.jolietbicycleclub.com/ride-information/ride-list
https://www.jolietbicycleclub.com/membership
https://www.jolietbicycleclub.com/membership


 

SG - Show & Go - ride leaders, and dis-

tances can be decided at the ride  

 

Ride contacts are to be called for infor-

mation about the ride.  

 

 

S - Social - Group stays together, rides 

at posted level, has ride leader. 

 

All riders should plan to arrive at any 

scheduled ride at least 10 minutes be-

fore the scheduled departure time. 

 

Click this link to view the JBC Member 

Guide:  

LEVEL MPH 

I 10-12.4 

II 12.5-15 

III 15.1-18 

IV 18.1-20 

V 20.1+ 

JBC Ride Definitions / Rules / Etiquette 

AD HOC RIDES 

1. A non-calendar ride, via google groups email invite 

2. 12 hour advance notice, e.g. Friday 8am ride invite sent by 8pm Thursday 

3. Invite must include starting time, location and ride level (I-V)  

4. Additional details about the ride can be shared too. 

5. Miles are recorded as: AH/date/leader initials/miles/riders (in alpha form).   

6. Use AD Hoc number assigned to the day of the ride  

7. 2 riders minimum for in-state and out of state rides 

 

Please send AD Hoc and regular miles to Bill Cihon at:  

miles@jolietbicycleclub.com 

 

Send invitational miles with Invitational Mileage Report in the subject 

line to Bill Cihon at: miles@jolietbicycleclub.com 
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http://www.jolietbicycleclub.com/home/members-handbook
mailto:miles@jolietbicycleclub.com
mailto:miles@jolietbicycleclub.com
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J o l i e t  B i c yc l e  C lub  
PO Box  2758  
Jo l ie t ,  IL  604 34  
Emai l :  P r e s id en t@ jo l i e tb i c yc l e c lub . c o m  
W ebs i t e :  jo l i e t b i c yc l e c l ub . co m  

Regular JBC club meetings will be announced in the Newsletter.  JBC holds meetings in 

Feb, March, April, May, June, Aug, Sept, Oct, Nov. at Pizza 4 U, 116 S Larkin Ave, Jo-

liet. December Club Meeting is December 7 at 7:00 PM. 

 

Ride leaders or whomever is in charge 

for the ride should report miles for dai-

ly JBC rides listed on the calendar and 

for Ad Hoc Rides. Please send the Ride 

#, date, and list of riders in alphabeti-

cal order, and their miles to: 

miles@jolietbicycleclub.com 
Mileage reports should be sent within  

3 days of the ride. 

President, Janae Hunziker 

Phone: 708.638.5262 

president@jolietbicycleclub.com 

 

Vice-President, Michelle Fur-

manski 

Phone: 708.305.7565 

vice-

president@jolietbicycleclub.com 

 

Treasurer, Conrad Brouwer 

Phone: 630.918.1552 

treasurer@jolietbicycleclub.com 

 

Secretary, Al Rooker               

Phone: 815.272.3595 

secretary@jolietbicycleclub.com 

Ride Calendar, Bob Kehoe  

Phone: 815.436.7701                          

kehoerj162@yahoo.com 

 

Ride Mileage Recorder, & 

Invitational Rides—Bill 

Cihon 
miles@jolietbicycleclub.com 

 

For invitational rides: 

Place Invitational Mileage 

Report in the subject line 

to: 
miles@jolietbicycleclub.com 

 

 

 

Membership Chair & JBC Google 

Groups Manager,  

Steve Geary 

Phone: 815.474.3713 

jbcggmc@gmail.com   

 

Newsletter Editor, Shirl Boatman  

Phone: 816.674.3556 

editor@jolietbicycleclub.com   

 

Webmaster, Paul Tomasik  

webmaster@jolieticycleclub.com   

The JBC Ride List is published monthly on the JBC web-

site.   

http://www.jolietbicycleclub.com/ride-calendar/ 

All JBC Ad Hoc Rides are announced  through JBC Google 

Groups emails.  

Make sure you are signed up on JBC Google Groups to get 

all club announcements.  

JBC annual dues are $15.00 

JBC Board and Committee Contacts 

Reporting Miles, Ride List, Membership 

JBC Meeting Information 

http://www.jolietbicycleclub.com/
mailto:miles@jolietbicycleclub.com
mailto:president@jolietbicycleclub.com
mailto:vice-president@jolietbicycleclub.com
mailto:vice-president@jolietbicycleclub.com
mailto:treasurer@jolietbicycleclub.com
mailto:secretary@jolietbicycleclub.com
mailto:miles@jolietbicycleclub.com
mailto:miles@jolietbicycleclub.com
mailto:jbcggmc@gmail.com
mailto:editor@jolietbicycleclub.com
mailto:webmaster@jolieticycleclub.com
http://www.jolietbicycleclub.com/ride-information/ride-list

